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sional pleasantness, nor starL stoicism For one thing, they are a
laughing folk , for another, they have surprising stamina , and, final
ly smiling under adversity is a part of their religion, a survival of
their feudal code of chivalry, embodied in Bushido Apart from
all other considerations, they arc a good natured race with hair trigger
volatility of emotion that is ever ready to b*irst forth into smiles, or
laughter, giggles or chuckles
2    Love of Nature
Japanese are true lovers of Nature Closely associated with
their traditional shrine worship is the Japanese love of nature, of
mountains, hills, valleys, sea, rivers, lakes, trees, flowers, and stones
In no other country, perhaps, is love of nature greater than in Japan
It is part and parcel of the culture of Nippon In keeping with the
traditions and the natural inclinations of the people, the Japanese
Government has developed an admirable and extensive national parks
system worthy of emulation by our Government In every city, in
e\ ery prefecture, everywhere in the Empire, there are beautiful parks
which offer places of expansion and amusement to the people In
these parks the people truly enjoy themselves, admiring the beauty
of the country sides, the fragrance of flowers and the beneficent effects
of fresh air
In the building of their great public parks as well as of their private
gardens, the Japanese manifest such love of fine art and natural
beauty which at once distinguishes them from all other people They
make the most exquisite gardens, eloquent expressions of their ideal
of quiet unostentatious pleasure, reproducing in miniature landscapes,
rocks, trees, lakes and islands in all their natural charm and beauty
You see in such tiny gardens dwarfed trees and plants, as tiny as one
can imagine, actually bearing flowers, which none but the most expert
horticulturists can grow This cult of Nature, this love and devotion
to the beautiful and artistic and historic spots and objects of Nature,
add still more to the Japanese love of their country